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How to make the most of the summer Bank Holiday in a small garden 

 

Did you know that in urban Britain, the average garden size for consumers is 14.7 m²? * Outdoor spaces in towns 

and cities tend to be smaller and are cleverly designed so that they work well for everyday life. Because space is at 

a premium, contemporary urban gardens tend to favour clean, geometric lines, simple but effective designs and 

minimal, fuss-free planting. The team at British Garden Centres has put together a guide for the summer bank 

holiday with some small garden design ideas, so you can make the most of the plot that you have for the long 

weekend. 

 

Make your garden top of the pots 

Where space is at a premium, a pot is a great way of adding the option to grow. They are useful for those with patios 

or decking that make it hard to dig down. Container gardening is also great for the generation of house movers who 

can simply pick up their pots and take them along when they go. 

 

Planting in lots of different sized containers can give your garden a sense of perspective. Cluster large pots with 

smaller containers to add interest and create a plant display with height and structure. Try pairing terracotta 

planters with evergreen shrubs such as box balls, skimmia, hebes and ivy, which contrast beautifully against the 

planter's earthy tone, or opt for glazed planters filled with colourful shrubs to create a statement against walls or 

beside doors. 

 

Plant up 

Using a planter is an ideal way to add greenery to your space, no matter how small. A vertical garden is a simple way 

to transform your small outdoor spaces while boosting shade, beauty and privacy. 

 

There are several vertical gardening options to consider if your garden is space-challenged. A sturdy garden arch can 

provide the support needed for flowering plants and vines, or if you're a grow your own enthusiast, for peas, grapes 

and tomatoes. Another small garden idea is to plant climbers in raised beds and train them onto trellises to make the 

most of the space. Jasmine and roses are both easy plants to grow and will provide delightful colours and scents. 
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A great way to maximise plant space is to create a living wall, which is particularly apt for smaller garden plots. Fill 

wall-mounted planters with evergreens, hardy perennials, grasses and succulents to create great displays hanging 

from a wall or fence outdoors. 

 

Summer of love 

Gardens are now seen as the fifth room of the house, with garden furniture sales soaring and providing an extra 

living space in the summer sun. If you don't have a big space in your garden, you can still create a functional and 

beautiful seating area for everyday enjoyment. If you want a relaxing seating spot for your small garden, foldaway 

furniture or a little table won't take up too much of the patio or garden space. 

 

A folding loveseat or bench is perfect for patio and terrace spaces, and a compact round dining table and chairs set 

offers a contemporary style without overwhelming a small footprint. 

 

Zoning 

A trick in outdoor design is to divide a garden into zones to make the overall space seem larger. Using structures like 

arches and trellises works well, beautifully framing entrances and walkways or providing a classic divide between 

different areas. 

 

Using bamboo screens, hedging, and metal screening will make the garden feel bigger, because you can't see 

everything in one go and some areas are concealed. This could include a dedicated area for seating distinguished by 

a patio or decking, a play area marked with turf, or a bench tucked into a secluded corner. Using partitions to create 

different areas will help add interest to your garden while adding an illusion of more space. 

 

Bring the festival home 

Bank holiday weekends often coincide with festival season, so why not bring a bit of that atmosphere into your own 

garden? You don't need a huge space to capture the spirit; just a few thoughtful touches can transform a small patio 

or balcony into a festival-worthy hangout. 
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Bunting and festoon lights strung overhead instantly create a party feel and work brilliantly in compact spaces, since 

they add colour and atmosphere without taking up any floor room. Layer in some floor cushions, low stools or a 

picnic blanket for relaxed, flexible seating that can be packed away afterwards. 

 

A portable speaker for when the sun goes down, and a simple drinks station, whether that's a bar cart or a cool box 

on a side table, all help set the scene. Fresh flowers in jam jars or small vases dotted around add a lovely festival 

touch, and if you're feeling creative, some colourful flags, paper lanterns or a tie-dye tablecloth can bring in that 

boho, feel-good energy. 

 

Best of all, a festival-inspired garden is easy to adapt to the size of your space and the size of your guest list, so 

whether you're hosting a full-blown garden party or just want a laid-back evening with a few friends, these small 

touches make a big difference. 

 

Darren Craven, Head of Outdoor Living at British Garden Centres, said: “Small gardens shouldn't mean small 

ambitions. With a bit of clever planning, whether that's planting upwards, zoning your space, or simply stringing up 

some festoon lights for a festival feel, even the most compact plot can become a proper outdoor room this bank 

holiday. It's all about making the space work as hard as possible for you." 

 

*HTA Environmental Horticulture and Industry Insights 2025 
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About the business 
British Garden Centres (BGC) is the UK’s largest family-owned garden centre group with 80 centres around the country. The 
group is owned and led by the Stubbs family, who also own and operate Woodthorpe Leisure Park in Lincolnshire.  
BGC was launched in 1990 with the opening of Woodthorpe Garden Centre by brothers Charles and Robert Stubbs. Since 2018, 
it has expanded rapidly through the acquisition of 70 garden centres, allowing it to grow from its heartland into the business it is 
now, with 80 garden centres spread from Carmarthen to Ramsgate and from Wimborne to East Durham.  
The group has a team of over 3,500 colleagues working across the garden centres, restaurants, 2 growing nurseries, 4 
distribution centres, Woodthorpe Leisure Park, and Woody’s Restaurant & Bar.  
 
Social Media  
Facebook: British Garden Centres 
Twitter: @BGCentres 
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Instagram: @BritishGardenCentres 
Website: www.britishgardencentres.com  
 
Contact: Cassie King - PR Officer. Email: cking@britishgardencentres.com  
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