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How to style a sophisticated outdoor space with British Garden Centres  

 

With the World Cup now underway, households across the UK are hoping for warm, sunny days that lend 

themselves to afternoon barbecues, hazy evenings with chilled drinks, and long stretches of outdoor relaxation. 

Whether it’s a compact balcony bistro set, a cosy courtyard corner or a full family dining space, a few thoughtful 

styling choices can transform tired patio furniture into a relaxed, inviting summer retreat. As part of its Make it 

Bloom campaign, British Garden Centres has created a simple guide to refreshing outdoor furniture and elevating 

any garden space this season.  

 

Start with a cushion refresh 

Cushions are the quickest way to shift the entire mood of an outdoor space. Pick two complementary colours like 

one calm base, such as sand, sage or stone, and one brighter accent, like coral, mustard or cobalt and mix plain with 

patterned covers for an effortless, layered look. Beyond colour, think about texture and scale as larger cushions 

create a more luxurious, lounge‑like feel, while smaller scatters keep things casual. Mixing materials, such as 

linen‑look fabrics, woven textures, or subtle embroidery, adds depth without overwhelming the space. 

 

Invest in an outdoor rug 

Outdoor rugs do more than soften paving or give a decorative look; they anchor a space. A rug with a subtle stripe 

can elongate a small balcony, while a geometric pattern adds energy to a larger patio. Choose materials like 

polypropylene that resist fading and dry quickly after summer showers. If your furniture is dark, a lighter rug lifts the 

whole area; if your furniture is pale, a deeper tone grounds it and adds contrast. 

 

Add throws and blankets 

A folded throw or tasselled blanket draped over the arm of a sofa or bench adds texture by day and warmth after 

sunset. If you opt for colours that echo the garden, like soft greens, muted terracotta, and warm neutrals, this will tie 

the whole outdoor space together. Lightweight cotton or recycled-fibre throws work well in summer and are easy to 

wash. Layering two different textures, like a smooth cotton throw with a looser, open‑weave blanket, creates a 

relaxed, bohemian feel. 
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Put a parasol or sail shade to work 

Shade structures are one of the most transformative outdoor styling tools. A cantilever parasol creates a floating 

canopy effect, ideal for dining areas where conversation is not interrupted. Sail shades bring a more architectural 

look with their clean lines and bold angles, which can make even a simple patio feel contemporary. 

 

Dress your table 

Table styling is where small details make a big difference. A linen runner adds instant elegance, but you can also use 

a woven placemat or a wooden board down the centre for a more rustic feel. Mix this with matte plates, glossy 

bowls, or stoneware with glass to add interest.  

 

Plant a centrepiece 

Plants bring life, movement and scent right into the heart of your seating area. Trailing varieties like ivy, creeping 

Jenny, or string‑of‑pearls soften tabletops and add a relaxed, natural feel. Herbs are perfect for outdoor dining 

spaces as rosemary, thyme and mint release fragrance when brushed, and can be snipped straight into drinks or 

dishes. For a bolder statement, group three pots of varying heights together to create a mini “garden vignette.” 

 

Let there be light 

Thoughtful lighting transforms an outdoor area after sunset. Warm festoon lights create a soft overhead glow, while 

solar lanterns and tabletop candles introduce intimate pools of light. Adding fairy lights to a tree or pergola brings 

subtle sparkle without overpowering the space. By combining lighting at different heights, you create depth, warmth 

and a relaxed evening ambience that encourages guests to linger. 

 

Don’t forget storage 

A good storage solution keeps your outdoor space looking cared‑for rather than cluttered. Weatherproof boxes with 

cushioned lids double as extra seating, while rattan‑style designs blend seamlessly with most garden furniture. 

Storing cushions and throws each evening protects them from dew and fading, extending their life and keeping 

colours vibrant. For small spaces, consider a vertical storage unit or a bench with hidden compartments. 
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Darren Craven, Head of Outdoor Living at British Garden Centres, said: “Summer is all about creating spaces where 

people want to spend some time relaxing or with friends and family. Simple updates like cushions, lighting and 

greenery can completely transform the atmosphere and help households enjoy every moment of the warmer 

weather.” 
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About the business 
British Garden Centres (BGC) is the UK’s largest family-owned garden centre group with 80 centres around the country. The 
group is owned and led by the Stubbs family, who also own and operate Woodthorpe Leisure Park in Lincolnshire.  
BGC was launched in 1990 with the opening of Woodthorpe Garden Centre by brothers Charles and Robert Stubbs. Since 2018, 
it has expanded rapidly through the acquisition of 70 garden centres, allowing it to grow from its heartland into the business it is 
now, with 80 garden centres spread from Carmarthen to Ramsgate and from Wimborne to East Durham.  
The group has a team of over 3,500 colleagues working across the garden centres, restaurants, 2 growing nurseries, 4 
distribution centres, Woodthorpe Leisure Park, and Woody’s Restaurant & Bar.  
 
Social Media  
Facebook: British Garden Centres 
Twitter: @BGCentres 
Instagram: @BritishGardenCentres 
Website: www.britishgardencentres.com  
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Cassie King - PR Officer 
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