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How to make your garden summer ready whilst you are on holiday 

 

As holiday season gets underway, many of us are counting down the days until we can finally switch off and 

escape for some well-earned sunshine. But before you lock the front door and head to the airport, your garden 

needs a little forward planning to make sure it's still looking its best when you get back. Whether you're jetting off 

for a fortnight or simply away for a long weekend, British Garden Centres has everything you need to know to 

leave your garden in safe hands.  

 

Give your garden a pre-holiday once-over 

Before you go, walk the garden with a critical eye. Deadhead anything that's finished flowering, snip back straggly 

growth, and give beds and containers a feed with a potassium-rich fertiliser to encourage strong roots and healthy 

blooms while you're not around to fuss over them. 

 

Give the lawn a final cut, trim the edges and pull any obvious weeds. It's best to leave new planting or transplanting 

until after your trip as young roots need regular attention to settle in, and a fortnight of neglect at the wrong 

moment can undo weeks of work. 

 

If you're refreshing any beds this year, it's worth thinking about drought-tolerant planting while you're at it. With 

hotter, drier summers becoming more common, species like lavender, sedum, ornamental grasses and 

Mediterranean herbs shrug off a week or two of neglect far better than thirstier bedding plants, making next year's 

holiday prep even easier. 

 

It's also worth resisting the urge to cut everything back too hard. Leaving a few seed heads and late blooms in place 

supports bees and other pollinators over the summer and cuts down on the amount of tidying you need to do before 

you go. 

 

Find the shade 

If a heatwave is forecast, move hanging baskets, window boxes and pots into a more sheltered position. Grouping 

containers together does more than tidy things up; it creates a small, shared microclimate where plants shade and 

cool one another, slowing moisture loss significantly. 
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A spot near a wall, fence or beneath a tree canopy tends to work best, since it still allows rain to reach the soil while 

cutting down on direct, drying sun. 

 

Sort your water supply 

A full water butt is worth its weight in gold while you're away. Give everything a thorough soak before you leave, as 

pots and hanging baskets can lose moisture at a surprising rate once the sun's out in full force and with some people 

under a hosepipe ban, this is vital for a supply of water. 

 

Rainfall, if we get any over the summer, rarely reaches container plants, so it's worth investing in self-watering 

planters if you haven't already. These typically use a reservoir at the base and a wicking system that draws water up 

into the soil only as it's needed, keeping things consistently moist without any risk of overwatering. 

 

If you want to take things a step further, wireless soil moisture sensors are now widely affordable and pair with a 

phone app, so you can check exactly how dry your beds and pots are from wherever you're holidaying; some will 

even trigger a connected irrigation system automatically. Larger water butts with built-in overflow diverters and 

simple gravity-fed drip lines are another easy upgrade, giving containers a steady trickle of water over several days 

with no manual effort required. 

 

Mulch it up 

A generous layer of mulch can lock in significantly more soil moisture and keep weed competition down at the same 

time. Bark chippings are a reliable, low-cost option for borders, while gravel offers year-round ground cover that 

continues to conserve moisture long after summer ends. Slate chippings do double duty too, absorbing heat during 

the day while helping to slow evaporation from the soil beneath. 

 

Harvest before you go 

If you're growing your own, pick anything ripe or close to it before you leave, as a plant left to go to seed will stop 

producing, and rotting fruit or veg left on the vine is an open invitation to birds, slugs and rodents. Freeze or 

preserve what you can't eat in time before you depart for sunny climes. 
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For vegetable beds, a slow-release fertiliser applied just before you go will keep plants steadily fed throughout your 

absence, without the risk of a sudden nutrient spike from a single heavy feed. 

 

Julian Palphramand, Head of Plants at British Garden Centres, said: “A little planning before you leave means 

coming home to a garden that's flourishing rather than wilting, leaving you to focus on unpacking, not damage 

control. Our tips will give you peace of mind that comes from knowing your green space is well-prepared is the 

perfect way to genuinely enjoy your time away.” 
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About the business 
British Garden Centres (BGC) is the UK’s largest family-owned garden centre group with 80 centres around the country. The 
group is owned and led by the Stubbs family, who also own and operate Woodthorpe Leisure Park in Lincolnshire.  
BGC was launched in 1990 with the opening of Woodthorpe Garden Centre by brothers Charles and Robert Stubbs. Since 2018, 
it has expanded rapidly through the acquisition of 70 garden centres, allowing it to grow from its heartland into the business it is 
now, with 80 garden centres spread from Carmarthen to Ramsgate and from Wimborne to East Durham.  
The group has a team of over 3,500 colleagues working across the garden centres, restaurants, 2 growing nurseries, 4 
distribution centres, Woodthorpe Leisure Park, and Woody’s Restaurant & Bar.  
 
Social Media  
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