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Get colour and structure all year round with British Garden Centres' guide to evergreens 

 

Most people don't want a complicated garden. They want one that looks good whenever they glance out the 

window, not just in the summer, but in February too, when everything else has died down. That's exactly what 

evergreen plants do. They stay green, they hold their shape, and they don't disappear on you, keeping your 

garden looking fresh all year round. The team at British Garden Centres has put together a guide to the best ones 

available for your garden that are easy to look after, make an immediate difference, and are easy to get going. 

 

Why evergreens? 

If you've ever spent money on plants in spring only to find the garden looking empty by November, you're not alone. 

Most plants at the start of the season are annuals or summer perennials and are designed to look great for a few 

months, then they're done. 

 

Evergreens work differently. Plant one now and it will still be there, still looking good, this time next year and the 

year after, providing you with a lush green space all year round. 

 

Our top evergreen plants 

Hebe: Tough, long-flowering and available in a huge range of leaf colours. Sits happily at the front of a border or in a 

container and attracts pollinators from early summer through to autumn. Genuinely unfussy and will provide 

interest all year round to your garden or outdoor space. 

 

Photinia 'Red Robin ': A great plant that has vivid new scarlet leaves that deepen to glossy dark green as the season 

progresses, giving two completely different looks from the same plant. Fast-growing and easy to shape into a screen 

or informal hedge, this is ideal for an evergreen garden and will keep looking fresh all year round. 

 

Choisya:  This evergreen shrub is glossy, has aromatic foliage and sweetly scented white flowers in late spring and 

again in early autumn. It grows happily in sun or partial shade, so suits any outdoor setting. The golden green leaves 

add brightness to any dull corner all year round. 
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Skimmia japonica: This evergreen is the answer to "what do I put in that shady corner?"  It boasts glossy leaves in 

summer, and fragrant flowers in spring, then bright red berries right through winter. One of the few plants that 

genuinely earns its space every month of the year and will wow you whatever the season. 

 

Conifers: Often overlooked, conifers are one of the most reliable evergreens you can buy. They come in all shapes 

and sizes, from neat, compact mounds to tall, elegant columns and provide solid year-round structure with virtually 

no maintenance. Brilliant for adding height or definition to a border, and just as effective in a large container by a 

front door. 

 

Euonymus:  If you want something colourful, tough and almost impossible to get wrong, euonymus is the one 

evergreen to plant. The variegated varieties, splashed with gold, cream or white, brighten up borders and pots 

through every season, including winter. Hardy, low-maintenance and widely available in all sizes, they are the ideal 

evergreen for your garden. 

 

Viburnum tinus: One of the quiet heroes of the winter garden. While most shrubs are doing nothing, Viburnum tinus 

produces clusters of small, pink-budded white flowers from late autumn right through to spring, followed by dark 

metallic berries. If you want something that earns its place when the garden needs it most, this is it. 

 

Rosemary:  A classic herb with dark, aromatic foliage, delicate blue flowers and handles drought without complaint. 

Works in formal and informal settings alike. Also, you can cook with it, so whenever you want to add some zing to a 

dish or drink, take a snip of a branch and you’ve got evergreen flavour on your doorstep. 

 

Pittosporum tenuifolium: This boasts neat foliage ranging from pale apple green to creamy variegated to almost 

black-purple depending on the variety. Give it a sheltered spot, and it will slowly develop into something your 

favourite evergreen. The spring flowers are small but carry a honeyed scent that's worth leaning in for. 

 

How to plant evergreens 

Container grown evergreens can go in the ground at any point during the growing season; there is no need to wait 

for a particular time of year. As long as the soil isn't frozen or waterlogged, now is a perfectly good time to plant. 

Water well for the first few weeks, and most will take care of themselves from there. 
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Julian Palphramand, Head of Plants at British Garden Centres, said: “Evergreens are the best thing a beginner can 

put in their garden. There's nothing quite like walking out into your garden in the middle of January and seeing it still 

looking good. You plant them once, you forget about them, and they just get on with it season after season. For 

anyone who's ever felt like their garden defeats them, evergreens are the place to start.” 
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About the business 
British Garden Centres (BGC) is the UK’s largest family-owned garden centre group with 80 centres around the country. The 
group is owned and led by the Stubbs family, who also own and operate Woodthorpe Leisure Park in Lincolnshire.  
BGC was launched in 1990 with the opening of Woodthorpe Garden Centre by brothers Charles and Robert Stubbs. Since 2018, 
it has expanded rapidly through the acquisition of 70 garden centres, allowing it to grow from its heartland into the business it is 
now, with 80 garden centres spread from Carmarthen to Ramsgate and from Wimborne to East Durham.  
The group has a team of over 3,500 colleagues working across the garden centres, restaurants, 2 growing nurseries, 4 
distribution centres, Woodthorpe Leisure Park, and Woody’s Restaurant & Bar.  
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