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Don't let the heat win: British Garden Centres’ tips for keeping hanging 

baskets and pots blooming all summer 

 

A blast of summer heat is exactly when hanging baskets and patio pots start to struggle, and it's often the 

moment gardeners lose the colourful displays they've spent all spring building up.  With the UK experiencing 

several heatwaves this year and hosepipe bans starting to take effect in the UK, taking care of your containers has 

never been more important to keep them thriving all summer long.  As part of its Make It Bloom campaign, British 

Garden Centres has this handy advice for the nation's gardeners to get their pots, baskets and troughs through the 

hottest weeks of the year and nip any potential plant problems in the bud. 

 

Why containers feel the heat 

Hanging baskets and pots hold a fraction of the soil that a border or flower bed does, so they dry out and run low on 

nutrients far quicker than anything planted in the ground. Add a spell of hot, breezy weather and a basket that 

looked glorious on Monday can be crisping at the edges by Thursday. It's not that these plants are fussier and harder 

to look after; they simply have less reserve to fall back on, which is why a little extra attention through summer goes 

such a long way.  

 

Little and often watering 

The temptation in hot weather is to give plants one big soak and hope it lasts. In reality, baskets and pots do better 

with smaller amounts of water more frequently, ideally first thing in the morning or in the cool of the evening rather 

than in the midday sun. Watering when it's hot can scorch leaves, and much of it simply evaporates before it reaches 

the roots. On the hottest days, don't be surprised if a hanging basket needs watering both morning and evening. A 

good way to check is to lift the basket: if it feels lighter than usual, it needs water, even if the surface of the compost 

looks damp. 

 

Staying green during a hosepipe ban  

Even when hosepipe bans are in place, you don't have to watch your hard work wither. You can still keep your 

containers and hanging baskets in tip-top shape by using a watering can or bucket. While it might take a little extra 

effort, it’s a great way to ensure every drop of water reaches the compost in your pots. If you’re looking to be extra 
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water-wise, consider installing a water butt to collect rainwater as it’s a sustainable way to keep your garden thriving 

without breaking any rules. 

 

Feed, feed, feed 

All that watering washes nutrients out of the compost faster than you'd think, which is why a weekly feed makes 

such a difference through summer. A liquid feed with plenty of potassium is ideal, as it encourages flowers rather 

than just leafy growth, and it’s the best way to ensure they stay looking scent-sational. 

 

Deadhead for more blooms 

Snipping off flowers as they fade takes minutes but pays off enormously. Left alone, plants put their energy into 

producing seed rather than new blooms, so a quick deadhead every couple of days is one of the simplest ways to 

keep a basket flowering right through to autumn. 

 

Choosing the right plants is the root of all success 

Choosing the right plants in the first place makes summer care much easier too. Mediterranean varieties such as 

geraniums, verbena and petunias are naturally suited to hot, dry spells and tend to bounce back quickly after a 

missed watering, whilst thirstier plants like fuchsias and begonias need a bit more consistent attention to keep 

going. Mixing a few of these tougher, sun-loving varieties into a display isn't just practical; it also means the whole 

basket or pot is more forgiving if life gets in the way of the watering can for a day or two. 

 

Tips to beat the heat 

Grouping pots together can help, as it creates a bit of shade and humidity around the base of each plant. A thin layer 

of gravel or bark on top of the compost helps lock moisture in too. And if a particular pot is really struggling, moving 

it out of direct afternoon sun, even temporarily, can be enough to help it bounce back. It's also worth not panicking 

if plants look a little sorry for themselves in the middle of a hot afternoon; many will droop in the heat of the day as 

a natural response and perk back up again by evening. 

 

Julian Palphramand, Head of Plants at British Garden Centres, said: “Baskets and pots are some of the prettiest 

parts of a garden, but they can be the hardest to keep going in a heatwave. We want people to feel confident about 
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their gardens, whether that's a full wall of hanging baskets or one pot by the front door. A bit of regular care really is 

the difference between a basket that fades in July and one that's still going strong in September."  
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About the business 
British Garden Centres (BGC) is the UK’s largest family-owned garden centre group with 80 centres around the country. The 
group is owned and led by the Stubbs family, who also own and operate Woodthorpe Leisure Park in Lincolnshire.  
BGC was launched in 1990 with the opening of Woodthorpe Garden Centre by brothers Charles and Robert Stubbs. Since 2018, 
it has expanded rapidly through the acquisition of 70 garden centres, allowing it to grow from its heartland into the business it is 
now, with 80 garden centres spread from Carmarthen to Ramsgate and from Wimborne to East Durham.  
The group has a team of over 3,500 colleagues working across the garden centres, restaurants, 2 growing nurseries, 4 
distribution centres, Woodthorpe Leisure Park, and Woody’s Restaurant & Bar.  
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