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British Garden Centres' guide to quick wins to transform your garden this summer  

 

With gardens increasingly seen as an extension of the home, for relaxing, entertaining and enjoying time 

outdoors, many homeowners are looking for low-effort tasks that deliver big results, perfect for those short on 

time but not on ambition. Just a few quick wins that are small, simple tasks that take only minutes to complete 

will make a real difference to how a garden looks and feels.  The team at British Garden Centres has put together 

this guide to show that a beautiful outdoor space doesn't require a full weekend of hard graft. 

 

Edging 

One of the simplest transformations in gardening is also one of the quickest. Taking a pair of edging shears to the 

border of a lawn creates a crisp, defined line that instantly makes the whole garden feel sharper and better cared 

for. It's a job that can be done in the time it takes to boil a kettle, yet the effect lasts for days, and it works even if 

the lawn itself hasn't been mowed recently.  

 

Deadheading spent flowers has a similar effect. Snipping away faded blooms not only tidies up borders and pots in 

an instant, but it also encourages plants to keep producing fresh flowers, meaning a few minutes of effort pays 

dividends for weeks to come. 

 

Container gardening 

Not every garden update needs a plan, a trip to the shed, or even much digging. A single large pot placed by the 

front door or on the patio, filled with a few seasonal plants and some fresh compost, can be one of the fastest ways 

to add colour and personality to a space.  

 

It's an approach that suits gardeners of every experience level, and it means a garden can feel refreshed for a new 

season in the time it takes to browse the greenhouse aisle. Keeping that colour going is just as easy: a weekly liquid 

feed to containers and hanging baskets takes only seconds to apply but keeps blooms coming for far longer, making 

it one of the best returns on time a gardener can get. 
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Clean makes the difference 

It's easy to focus on plants and forget the hard landscaping, but a tired-looking patio, deck or pathway can drag 

down the appearance of an entire garden regardless of how well the borders are kept. A quick session with a jet 

wash or a stiff brush removes algae and grime and can brighten these surfaces almost immediately, giving the whole 

space a fresher, more polished feel without a single plant being touched. 

 

For anyone entertaining outdoors, a quick wipe-down of garden furniture and adding soft furnishings like cushions 

or throws is a small effort that makes a seating area feel instantly more inviting. 

 

Little touches  

Beyond the obvious jobs, there are a handful of smaller touches that gardeners often overlook. Spreading a layer of 

mulch or bark over bare soil takes only a few minutes but finishes off a border instantly, while also suppressing 

weeds and reducing how often beds need watering.  Running a trimmer lightly along the top of a hedge, even 

without a full reshape, straightens the line and sharpens the whole garden's appearance in moments. 

 

Clearing away fallen leaves and blown debris has a similar effect: a quick sweep of a lawn or path makes a garden 

look cared for almost immediately, even before anything new has been planted. Where a plant has started to lean or 

flop, simply staking it or tying it in takes moments and stops a border looking untidy, and rearranging existing pots 

into a cluster of different heights can make a collection look styled and intentional without spending a penny. 

 

After dark and wildlife 

A garden's appeal doesn't have to stop when the sun goes down. Pushing a few solar lights or lanterns into the soil 

along a path or border requires no wiring and no tools yet adds warmth and charm to an outdoor space as evening 

falls.  

 

Bringing a garden to life doesn't always mean planting, either: topping up a bird feeder or adding a simple bird bath 

takes seconds but introduces movement, sound and colour that make a space feel alive.  

 

Julian Palphamand, Head of Plants at British Garden Centres, said: “Gardening doesn't have to mean spending 

every weekend slogging away. Some of the biggest improvements come from the smallest jobs: a tidy edge, a fresh 
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pot of colour, a clean patio. Gardening is something that fits around a busy life, rather than something that 

competes with it, and these quick wins make it even easier.” 
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Notes to Editors: 

About the business 
British Garden Centres (BGC) is the UK’s largest family-owned garden centre group with 80 centres around the country. The 
group is owned and led by the Stubbs family, who also own and operate Woodthorpe Leisure Park in Lincolnshire.  
BGC was launched in 1990 with the opening of Woodthorpe Garden Centre by brothers Charles and Robert Stubbs. Since 2018, 
it has expanded rapidly through the acquisition of 70 garden centres, allowing it to grow from its heartland into the business it is 
now, with 80 garden centres spread from Carmarthen to Ramsgate and from Wimborne to East Durham.  
The group has a team of over 3,500 colleagues working across the garden centres, restaurants, 2 growing nurseries, 4 
distribution centres, Woodthorpe Leisure Park, and Woody’s Restaurant & Bar.  
 
Social Media  
Facebook: British Garden Centres 
Twitter: @BGCentres 
Instagram: @BritishGardenCentres 
Website: www.britishgardencentres.com  
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