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Sir David Attenborough inspires Woodley school children in gardening 

competition  

 

Young gardeners from Woodley's primary schools came together last week for the annual Year 1 School Tray 

Garden Competition. This year's event marked Sir David Attenborough's 100th birthday with a "Wildlife Gardens" 

theme, which inspired budding horticulturists from Highwood, Rivermead, and Beechwood Primary School to get 

creative and work as a team to design a garden celebrating nature and the creatures that call it home. 

 

Organised by Jackie Andrews as part of the Woodley Cluster Project, Amrit Virdee from Waingels College, and with 

plants kindly donated by Winnersh Garden Centre, the competition saw pupils from different schools pairing up in 

teams of four to design and build their tray gardens in an event hosted by Waingels. The focus was on imagination 

and teamwork, with each group putting their own spin on the “Wildlife Gardens" theme in honour of the famous 

naturalist's milestone birthday. 

 

The children's trays featured fantastic storytelling and playful additions like hand-modelled clay insects and animals, 

hedgehog houses, bug hotels, swings, zip wires, trampolines and sheds, adding fun and imagination to their 

miniature gardens. Ponds, wildflower patches, and gravel paths brought the soil and connected the spaces, 

showcasing movement and fun, echoing the children’s joy of getting closer to nature. 

 

Judges Cassie King, PR Officer from British Garden Centres, Woodley Town Deputy Mayor Cllr Bill Soane, and 

Brenda Milton from Woodley Flower Club had the tough job of picking the winners, looking for originality, 

storytelling and how well the children worked together. Parents were invited to join the presentation and applaud 

the young gardeners at a special awards ceremony led by Jackie Andrews. 

 

The results were: 

1st Place: Children from Beechwood and Highwood with ‘Gnarly Nature’ 

Highly Commended: Children from Highwood and Rivermead with ‘Flower Dew Garden’ 

Teamwork Award: Children from Highwood and Beechwood with ‘Wildlife Woodhouse’ 
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Every child who took part went home with a certificate and a packet of seeds to sow at home, courtesy of British 

Garden Centres, to help them keep growing their love of gardening. The top three teams also took home strawberry 

plants to grow in their own outdoor spaces. All of the tray gardens went on to be displayed at the Woodley Carnival, 

alongside entries from the members of the Woodley Flower Club. 

 

Cllr Bill Soane, Woodley Town Deputy Mayor, was impressed with the children's efforts, commenting: "It was 

wonderful to see such creativity and teamwork from our young gardeners this year. Each tray garden brought a little 

corner of the natural world to life, and judging was both a joy and a real challenge. What a fantastic way for 

Highwood, Rivermead, and Beechwood to mark Sir David Attenborough's 100th birthday and celebrate the wildlife 

on our doorstep." 

 

Cassie King, PR Officer at British Garden Centres, said, "Watching these tray gardens come together is always a 

highlight of our year. The children's imaginations really took flight with this wildlife theme, from the clay creatures to 

the little shelters they built, and you could see how much they enjoyed working together and getting stuck in. We 

hope this is just the start of a lifelong love of nature and gardening for them." 

 

Jackie Andrews of the Woodley Cluster Project added: “Once again, the Year 1 children have amazed us all with 

their imagination, creativity and their ability to find joy in all they do.  This is a wonderful project for bringing pupils 

and staff from different schools together to enjoy the first-rate facilities available at Waingels, one of our local 

secondary schools.  Thank you to everyone who helped to make the day possible, especially Mrs Virdee and Mrs 

McNeill from Waingels for the fantastic workshops and our judges, who had the most difficult job of all!” 
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About the business 
British Garden Centres (BGC) is the UK’s largest family-owned garden centre group with 80 centres around the country. The 
group is owned and led by the Stubbs family, who also own and operate Woodthorpe Leisure Park in Lincolnshire.  
BGC was launched in 1990 with the opening of Woodthorpe Garden Centre by brothers Charles and Robert Stubbs. Since 2018, 
it has expanded rapidly through the acquisition of 70 garden centres, allowing it to grow from its heartland into the business it is 
now, with 80 garden centres spread from Carmarthen to Ramsgate and from Wimborne to East Durham.  
The group has a team of over 3,500 colleagues working across the garden centres, restaurants, 2 growing nurseries, 4 
distribution centres, Woodthorpe Leisure Park, and Woody’s Restaurant & Bar.  
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Social Media  
Facebook: British Garden Centres 
Twitter: @BGCentres 
Instagram: @BritishGardenCentres 
Website: www.britishgardencentres.com  
 
Contact 
Cassie King - PR Officer 
cking@britishgardencentres.com   
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