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British Garden Centres' guide to instant autumn magic in your outdoor space 

When you think of autumn gardens, do you imagine dull leaves and fading flowers? You couldn’t be more wrong. 

British Garden has put together a guide to instant impact plants that can make a garden burst into vibrant life, 

delivering both colour and joy. Whether you have a sprawling garden, a small patio, or just a windowsill, autumn 

is an exciting time to plant for a late season transformation. No need to wait weeks or months, these plants bring 

immediate beauty and a feast of colours to brighten even the crispest and dullest of autumn days. 

Our pick of instant autumn stars 

Pansies and violas: Among the most recognisable seasonal plants, pansies and violas are cherished for their cheerful 

resilience and instant colour during autumn months. Their petals range from deep purple to vibrant yellow and 

delicate blue, providing reliable bursts when other plants start to fade. They continue to flower well into winter, 

even through frosty mornings, making them the gardener’s choice for pots, borders, or window boxes. 

Primroses: For gardeners seeking something instant and a kaleidoscope of colour, primroses bring a bold autumn 

display that enlivens any container or planting scheme. Their dense foliage and vivid blooms are particularly effective 

as ground cover or as a way to refresh tired pots that have faded over summer. 

Cyclamen: A true autumn classic, cyclamen appears in our garden centres from September onwards. Its elegant, 

wing-like flowers rise above heart-shaped, dark green foliage, turning even the shadiest corners into late-season 

beauty. Thriving without direct sunlight, cyclamen is ideal for north-facing gardens, steps, or porches. 

Chrysanthemums: Few plants signal autumn as clearly as chrysanthemums. With large, colourful flowers in glowing 

yellows, rich reds, and fiery oranges, they make an immediate seasonal statement. Just one or two pots can 

transform a space into a celebration of autumn colour. 

Wallflowers: Wallflowers offer both fragrance and form in autumn months. Their tall, upright clusters of blooms in 

pink, purple, and orange add reliable height and structure to mixed containers or borders, while their sweet scent is 

an extra reward as we head into the last quarter of the year. 

Dianthus: Compact and neat, dianthus forms rounded mounds of foliage with fragrant blooms in shades of red, pink, 

and white. Its close relative, Sweet William, has an old-fashioned charm and brings a nostalgic quality to autumn 

planting schemes, whether it be in flower borders, containers or window boxes. 
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Heuchera: Renowned for their colourful foliage, heucheras contribute instant colour and wow factor in autumn 

through leaves rather than flowers. Tones vary from soft lime greens to rich burgundies, ensuring year-round 

contrast and texture in containers or borders. 

Heathers: Though modest at first glance, calluna and erica varieties of heather provide subtle autumn and winter 

beauty. Their evergreen foliage grants structure throughout the seasons, while their small blooms in pink, purple, 

and white add fine detail to beds and pots.  They also provide excellent evergreen groundcover and provide an 

invaluable food source for wildlife throughout the year, with bees attracted to their nectar and smaller creatures 

taking refuge in the foliage over winter. 

Acers: Acers, or Japanese maples, are an instant autumn win with leaves that transform into spectacular shades of 

red, orange, and yellow as the season progresses. This makes them a beautiful focal point in borders or larger 

containers. Acers prefer sheltered spots and well-drained soil, and their seasonal colour change provides an 

elegant transition into cooler months. 

Dogwood: Also known as cornus, these provide vivid autumn foliage, often displaying brilliant reds and deep 

burgundies. Certain varieties also produce striking coloured stems, such as bright red or orange, which add 

architectural interest to winter gardens once the leaves have fallen. Dogwoods are versatile shrubs that can be 

integrated into mixed borders or planted as standalone specimens to provide colour and structure throughout the 

autumn and winter seasons. 

Julian Palphramand, Head of Plants at British Garden Centres, said: “During the autumn and winter months, these 

plants provide important colour and structure to gardens and containers. By choosing a variety of flowering plants, 

shrubs, gardeners can create attractive and lasting displays and take advantage of some autumn magic.” 

 

ENDS: 

WORD COUNT: 691 

Notes to Editors: British Garden Centres (BGC) is the UK’s largest family-owned garden centre group, with 73 centres around the 
country. The group is owned and led by the Stubbs family, who also own and operate Woodthorpe Leisure Park in Lincolnshire.  
BGC was launched in 1990 with the opening of Woodthorpe Garden Centre, funded by brothers Charles and Robert Stubbs. 
Since 2018, it has expanded rapidly with the acquisition of 50 garden centres, allowing it to grow from its heartland to the 
business it is now, with 73 garden centres spread from Carmarthen to Ramsgate, Wimborne to East Durham.  
The group has a team of 2,700 colleagues working across the garden centres, restaurants, three growing nurseries, 4 distribution 
centres and Woodthorpe Leisure Park and Woody’s Restaurant & Bar.  
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Facebook: British Garden Centres 
Twitter: @BGCentres 
Instagram: @BritishGardenCentres 
Website: www.britishgardencentres.com  
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